72

(X. 15) and some ten or more passages in which are invoked
deities collectively known by the above name (pitarah).

We find a number of characteristics of the deities in the
Rigveda and that some of them are repeated in the other Vedas.
They have been qualified*as high or highly-placed (pardsa),
middle or belonging to the middle region (madhyama) and
low or belonging to the lower region (avara) (X. 15. 1) ; they
hsrve also been said to be foremost (eastern) (purvdsa or purva)
(X. 15. 2, 8, 10), uppermost (upardsa), as remaining on the
earth, in the dust (atmosphere) and in the heaven (viksu) (X.
15. 2) ; further, they are said to reside near the ruddy one
(arum) (X. 15. 7) with the Devas (X. 15. 9), remain satisfied
by themselves in the heaven (X. 15. 14), and ride on the same
chariot as Indra and Devas (X. 15. 11). They have been re-
ferred to as known, unknown and as present in the sacrifice
or not (X. 15. 13). They are stated to have once offered the
Soma libation (Somyasah) and to be fond of Soma (X. 15. 1,
5, 8). Some of them are stated to have been fire-burned and
others not so (X. 15. 14). They have been regarded as self-
luminous (svarat) (X. 15. 14) and as pervaded with fire (X.
15. 11). They have been said to be propitious, composers of
hymns, truthful, intelligent, and performers of sacrifice (X.
15. 9, 10). In this connection we get several names, viz.
Kavyas (X. 14. 3), Angirases (X. 14. 4, 5), Atharvas (X. 14.
6), Bhrgus (X. 14. 6), and Vasi?thas (X. 15. 8), evidently the
names of deceased persons of the respective families regarded
as the Pitrs. The Pitrs have been requested to sit on the
south of the place of the sacrificial fire (X. 15. 6) and have
been invoked for happiness (X. 15. 4), protection (X. 15. 4, 5),
riches (X. 15. 7, 11), and that they may not be offended by
defects (in the sacrificial ceremonies) (X. 15. 6).

The deities have many times been referred to in the White
and Black Yajurvedas, both in original passages and in hymns
borrowed from the Rigveda. In the White Yajurveda they
have been called the ' heavenly folk ' (3. 55) and are said to live
in Yama's realm (19. 45). They have been invoked as heroes,
conquerors of armies, etc. (29. 46), and again for a good, brave
son (2. 33) and for various other gifts. In the other work they
have been eulogised many times in connection with various
sacrifices. They have been said to guard Agni Angiras on the
south with the swiftness of the wind (I. 2, 13). The world
where the Pitrs sit is pure (1, 3. 1, 6). In many things they
seem to be opposed to the gods.

The Pitrs have been invoked many times in the Atharva-
veda. Many deceased sages seem to have been invoked as
Pitrs (XVIII. 3. 16, 20). They have been said to represent
the arrows of the southern quarter (III. 27. 2). Yama has
been called thei overlord (V. 25. 14; XVIII. 2, 25). They
have been invoked in marriage ceremonies for protecting the